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Letters About Letters About Letters 



So ya say ya wanna know the big letter topics this month? Well, 
we’re still getting tons of letters in response to the “Star Trek”- 
bashing letter in issue #48’s “Magic Words” and the responses 
that we ran in issue #5 2. Legions of “Star Wars” fans and truck- 
loads of Trekkies (Excuse me? Oh, sorry—make that 
“Trekkers.”) have written in to express their opinions of which 
they think is best. Early returns? Looks like we have a greater 
number of “Star Trek” supporters out there. 

Another big letter topic has been Jesse Corvino’s universally 
hated letter (issue #46) and Enrique Garcia’s response (issue 
#50). Garcia’s letter made sense to me, but wasn’t all too pop¬ 
ular with many of our readers. As witness: 


Talkin' 'Bout 
My Generation 

All-Powerful, Omnipresent Wizard, 









BATMAN: 

SHADOW OF THE BAT 
#48 - #49 


DETECTIVE COMICS 
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ho will participate in this 
travesty by voting for which characters they want 
to see win, I say this: Don’t vote seriously! Cre- 



discussing just what would happen if Bat¬ 
man were to fight Captain America? Well 
here it is. And the best part of all is that the 
fans get to determine who wins! The out¬ 
come of the battles are not subject to the 
whim of the writer. WE get to decide. What 
could be better? 

To the readers who will participate in 


characters they want to s< 

Go for broke. Have fun. Cast your ballot. 
Hell, pretend you’re in Chicago and cast 
a dozen ballots. Vote for whom you’d like 
to see win and good luck to ’em. 

To any naysayers out there like ol’ 
“JWalerko@aol.com,” I say this: Sit down 


Ask Dr. Science 
O Great and >A 
Magic Words, 


how does she see? Since vision depends on light 
passing into the eye and striking certain areas of 
the eyeball, shouldn’t she be effectively blinded? 

Vince Rohn 
Jacksonville, IL 


IJFortl 
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freaks, Thale 
and early sixth centuries B.C. He theo- 

block of all matter, and that all things orig¬ 
inated in water. But Prime’s body has lit- 

co-creator Len Strazewski, “Actually, [co¬ 
writer] Gerard Jones and I are more into 
Eastern metaphysics than classical Greek 
philosophy. So while we are aware of 
Thales’ theories, we did not base Prime’s 


writers! What intellectual scamps! 

2) The general theory is that there’s this 
big ol’ parallel dimension that beings like 
this access without their even thinking about 
it. Extra mass is stored there for them to 
use when they get bigger, and they stash 

these are comic books we’re talking about 

3) The NFL 

4) Whoa! Another question so difficult 
that we had to appeal to Marvel Comics 
Archivist Peter Sanderson. Quoth Air. Sander- 

trols the bending of light When she’s invisible, 
she bends the light around her. Since she con¬ 
trols the effect, she cai 



“Hey! Anyone else going to the movies?” 
“Ai! Mie Too! Wait up, I’ll be there in a 
minute!” What fun! 

you Said It 

In his “E.G.O." column in issue #49, Todd McFar- 
lane said he’s “a litde bit terrified of dying.” Why? 
Dying isn't bad. Unless you were a total ass in life, 
you’re happy for eternity. 

Philip Rodrigues 
Antioch, CA 














We Looked It Up 



Dark*seid (darbside) DC Universe 1 Dic¬ 
tator of the planet Apokolips; one of the 
strongest beings in the Universe, Darkseid 
is not only nearly invulnerable but he pos- 

eyes (see Omega Effect) which lock on to 
their target and follow it wherever it goes, 
eventually doing one of three things: dis¬ 
integrating its target, teleporting the tar¬ 
get through time and space, or resurrecting 
disintegrated beings 2 Recently fought his 
son Orion, who detonated an ancient arti¬ 
fact that supposedly killed Darkseid 3 The 
evil force that lured Anakin Skywalker 
over and turned him into Darth Vader 


Todd Klacko 
Port Colborne, 
Ontario, Canada 
Hey, now! Those look pretty cool. They 
definitely blow away the “Little Orphan 


States. Come to think of it, Canada blows 

stamps, cool-looking money and quality of 
donuts. Any philatelic (Look it up!) comic 
fans out there can latch on to these stamps 
by dropping by your local stamp store. 


Pay no attention to the 
Man Behind the Curtain! 

Dear Wizard, 

Do you guys realize that you run the comic indus¬ 
try? Take a look. You did a story on Neal Adams 

increased in value. You didTsto^ on Trent Kani- 

By the way, how do you pronounce “Kani- 
uga"? And what does Marc Wilkofsky do in 


ically acclaimed American Flagg! series. 
“I use it in lieu of ‘Great Scott!’ or ‘Oh, 
my God!’ It’s a Russian expression of sur- 


Northguard. She debuted in The New Triumph 
Featuring Northguard in 1984. This gutsy gal was 


Matthew Brewster 
Knoxville, PA 

We run the comic industry? Damn straight, 


©* wizar 
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mind In a sleepless hell. But if 


u’re defeated, it's a sure bet 


you'll be sleeping with the enemy. For eternity. 

http://www.playmatestoys.com. 


SEGA SATURN 
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FEATURING HIE TALENT OF: 

Rob Liefeld 
Stephen Platt 
Mike Deodato Jr 
Roger Cruz 

and many more! 







WHAT SECRET 
WILL CHANGE 
THE EXTREME 
HEROES LIVES 
FOREVER? 


SHIPS POEYBACCED WITH 
EXCEUSIVE EXTREME POWER CARDZ 















wizard news 


POUCE RAID COMIC SHOPS 

|in Oklahoma and Florida 



Salon sighted at local con. 

“Where's that Liefeld boy 
at? He owes me BIG!" 
bellowed unholy lord of all P robable 
things moist and scabby, f the police to confiscate 


996 


Paul J. Grant 





















WORLDS COLLIDE! 

Marvel and DC Merge Their Universes into One 


were the seme guy? Or Supermon and 
en and Justice League combined into 


• Speed Demon —When Blaze Allen chants the ancient words 
"Gone, gone, o' force of man..." he transforms into Etrigon, a leather- 


Dare to dream, because it looks like it's going to happen. 

Marvel Comics and DC Comics are merging their respective 
superhero universes into one in late February, os familiar heroes and 
villains from both universes are combined to create oil-new ones. Based 
solely on written descriptions, it appears that a few character merges 
include a Wolverine/Batman character called Dark Claw, a 
Superman/Captain America character called Super-Soldier, a Spider- 
Man/Superboy character called Spider-Boy, and more. 

The event is so big that Marvel and DC are creating their own comic 
book line called Amalgam Comics, where 12 one-shot issues will be 
published with the new characters; they will be the only superhero comics 
released by the two publishers that week. Six will he published by Marvel 

' six by DC, each carrying the Amalgam logo. 

Fans should have a blast trying to figure out who's who. You can 
make the call on what characters have merged by reading 
this quick rundown on the 12 one-shots: 

• Legend of the Dark Claw— Using his adamantium 
claws and a ferocity driven by old wounds, Dark Claw 
protects Gotham City with his young partner Jubilee. 

• Super-Soldier —Transformed by an experimental 
infusion of alien DNA, ordinary guy Clark Kent became 

rica's greatest hero of World War II. Revived after a 
freak accident of suspended animation, he must fight the 
menaces of the Green Skull and Hydro. 

• Amazon —Raised on the island of Themyscira, the 
weather-wielding mutant Ororo Monroe is a warrior-class 

who must battle the very gods she has been 
raised to worship. 

• JLX— Feared by the world they've sworn to protect, 
this outlaw band of metahumans must find the traitor in 
their midst. The team includes Mr. X, Apollo, Firebird, 

Nightcreeper, Wraith, Runaway, Mercury and Mariner. 

• Assassins —Fierce enemies and femme fatales Risk 
and Catsoi forge an uneasy alliance to protect the mayor of 

t New Gotham. 

• Doctor Sfrangefate —The universe's Supreme 
Lord of Order, he alone knows that the Amalgam Universe 
is a combination of two universes and he wants to preserve 

new continuum at any cost. 

• Spider-Boy —He's all ottitude and he sticks to 
walls! Plus, he gets to fight Bizzarnage and swing with 
Insect Queen. 

• Bruce Wuyne: Agent of S.H.I.I.LD.— Driven 
r by the murder of his parents, billionaire Bruce Wayne builds 

power base to take command of the Amalgam 
Universe's premier espionage force. 


• Bullets and Bracelets —Rogue Amazon princess Diana forges an 
uneasy alliance with the Punisher to battle the menaces of Monarch Jim 
Rhodes and Thanoseid. 

• Magneto and the Magnetic Men —Adapting the technology his 
mutant-hating brother Will Magnus used to create the Sentinels, Magneto 
creates five robots to protect his fellow mutants. Each is formed from a 
different metol powered by the awesome will of Magneto, and they must 
face Will Magnus' ultimate creation: Sinistron! 

• X-Patrol— Red-bearded cyborg Niles Cable leads Amalgam's 
strangest team consisting of Ferro Man, Shatterstarfire, Beastling, 
Elasti-Girl and Dial H.U.S.K. They've got to face the threat of the evil 
Dr. Doomsday. 

The 12 one-shots lead into DC vs. Atorve/#4, shipping March 5, where 
the fate of the Amalgam Universe is decided. ■ John B. Lacey 
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WildStorm ‘Fire’ to Rage in March 



WildStorm Studios delves into the origin of the Gen Factor, with the three- o new character crucial to the crossover. 

month "Fire From Heaven" crossover occurring from March to May, and • "DefCon 4," said writer Mariotte, "is kind of a departure for 
ventures into the worlds of sci-fi and corrupt government this winter with a WildStorm," set in a nasty future in which technology enables people to 
pair of new mini-series: DefCon 4 and Block Ops. replace body parts at will. 


"Fire from Heaven," which will span the majority of WildStorm hooks, 
will tell readers where Team 7 and Gen l! get their powers from. "This 
crossover will blow the lid on international 
Operations and you'll find out what Craven's been 
up to all this time," said WildStorm Marketing 
Director Jeff Mariotte. 

The 20-plus-issue crossover begins and ends in 
two 40-page bookends wriHen by Alan Moore, with 
#1 penciled by Ryon Benjamin (Drifter) and #2 by 
an artist to he named later. The crossover also 
introduces the new villain Damocles, "a villain on a 
Galadus Scale," said Mariotte. 

In addition, two new series will be introduced. 

Sword of Damocles is a two-parter written by 
Warren Ellis and penciled by Randy Green. It deals 
with Damocles' right-hand man who paves the way 
for his superior to venture into our world. The 
three-issue Sigma, written by Brandon Choi and 
penciled by Tomm Coker [Gen'VMaxx), deals with 


A monarchical scientist called "The Patron" developed the technology, but 
ilizes too late that he made this world and its faults. DefCon 4 is also the 
team name for the four main characters—Jadon, 
Miko, Diano and Ryka. They rely on the Patron's 
technology and are determined to stop its undoing. 

DefCon 4 is penciled by Mat Broome, inked 
by Edwin Rosell, and colored by Wendy Fouts, with 
a computer coloring team headed by Jeromy Cox. 
DefCon 4# 1 launches in February. 

• Penciler Dan Norton developed Black Ops 
as an offshoot of International Operations, 
showing the team—Shire, Redbird, GQ and 
Geek—cut off from their own agency and forced 
to fight their way home. 

Norton is also co-plotting, with a script by Shon 
Bury. The books will be inked by Sandra Hope, with 
in-house coloring by Sean Ruffner and Leonn Clark. 

Black Ops #1 ships in January. ■ Dory St. 
Lawrence, Andrew Kardon 



1996 














izard news 


Batman Crossover leads 
Into Detective #700 


Sin City Begins 
Six-Issue ftrc 











Takes Charge 
at Marvel 



Avengers and Namor. In 1988, he mutated into the X-Men 
editor with issue #232. Official announcement of his being 
Editor-in-Chief for the entire line is expected in early 1996. 

"It has become dear over the past several months," 
said a Marvel staffer, "that the 'family' approach to the 
Marvel Universe [dividing all titles into separate and dis¬ 
tinct groups] only served to fracture the close continuity 
of the publishing company rather than play to its strengths. 


of steering the editorial content of the comics, Bob Har- 
ras was the only choice." 


Harras was unavailable for comment. He is expected 
to continue his mutie duties. "I think he will continue to 
serve as editor on Uncanny and X-Men on a daily basis," 
said Lobdell. "Personally, I think it's important for an edi¬ 
tor-in-chief to actually keep his hands dirty on at least a 
handful of monthly books.. .sort of like a choreographer 
who keeps dancing or a director who continues acting." 

"No one perceives Harras' promotion as a demotion 


when all is said and done," Lobdell summed up, "the indus¬ 
try will see Bob's role as editor-in-chief at Marvel to be a 
milestone in the annals of comicdom!" ■ Ruth Morrison 


BYTE THIS! 

Make Vampirella Your Valentine...Online 

Comics’ sexiest vampire will bare her fangs and steal your 
heart on Valentine’s Day. Meet the real-life Vampirella 

ard chat room on February 14th at 7:00-7:45 p.m. (EST). 

“Sinking my teeth into some lucky fan for Valen¬ 
tine’s Day makes my blood rush,” said Vampirella. 

“ITn thrilled to be able to meet Vampi fans. I’m 

■ Buddy Scalera 
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company updates 


AC COMICS 

AC's Golden Age Greats Vol. 7 due out in 
January, features a special tribute to Frank 
Frozetta. The “Best of the West" themed issue 
features a special color plate hy the legendary 
fantasy painter. 

ANTARCTIC PRESS 
Coming in May is the Warrior Gun/Bazor two- 
issue, full-color crossover mini-series from 
Antarctic and London Night Studios. Expect the 
Warrior Nun to gain her own regular series by 
summer's end. 

BIG ENTERTAINMENT 
Big Entertainment and best-selling author Tom 
Cloncy ( Clear and Present Danger) hove joined 
forces to create an entertainment franchise which 
will publish and license a slew af new characters 
and properties. The partnership, named NetCo 
Partners, will release Tom Clancy's Get Force as 
its first project, tentatively scheduled for the 
summer of '96. Get Force, set in 2025, deals with 
a police force that specializes in virtual reality 
crimes... .Quentin Tarantino's (“Pulp Fiction") 
latest film project, "From Dusk Till Dawn," will be 
adopted as a 48-page graphic novel from Big 
Entertainment, shipping in February. The story 
follows two criminal brothers that become 
trapped in a Mexican strip club, while being 
surrounded by vampires. (Sounds like a good 
family film)) 

CALIBER PRESS 

January is Negative Bum spin-off month. Caliber 
will spotlight three titles that originally gained 
popularity in the anthology including The 
Apparition, Kilroy is Here and Dominique. Both 
Kilroy is Here and Apparition will continue as 
monthly titles. 


persona. It's a whopping 24" x 36", and should 
be out in January for only $5.95. 

CRUSADE COMICS 
It's time for a brand-new Crusade title, 
Horseman) Featuring art by comic book 
newcomer Mshindo, this story of a Japanese 
warrior named Jung was previewed in the Shi 
Fan Appreciation edition #2. The first issue, 
shipping in February, guest-stars Shi herself, in 
on appearance taking place between the 
Grifter/Shi: Final Bites story and her arrival in 
the U.S. That some month, Tomoe#2 
introduces another, more mysterious Crusode 
character, as Tomoe tries to prove herself as a 
strong lender. 

DARK HORSE COMICS 
In January, Stan Sakai's rabbit samurai Usagi 
Yojimbo moves to Dark Horse beginning with a 
three-issue Space Usagi mini-series. Then in April, 
another mini-series will commence simply called 
Usagi Yojimbo. .. .Congrats to the Legend of 
Mother Sarah manga series for winning a 
Parents' Choice Aword. The eight-issue mini¬ 
series, published during 1995, will be collected in 
paperback in March. An all-new seven-issue 
Sarah mini-series is slated for January. 

DC COMICS 

In February, the ongoing Hitman debuts from 
writer Garth Ennis ( Preacher ) and artist John 
McCreo. In the first issue, the series' star, 

Tommy Monaghan, is a superhuman assassin- 
for-hire contracted to break into Arkhom 
Asylum to kill the Joker.... In February the 
Preacher: Gone to Texas trade paperback is 
released collecting Preacher#) 47. 

FOURCOLOR IMAGES 


CHAOS! COMICS 
Lady Death: The Odyssey, 
an all-new mini-series 
debuting in March, reunites 
the LD team: writer Brian 
Pulido, artist Steven Hughes 
and colorist Jason Jensen. 
The story takes Ms. Death 
out of Hell into a conflict 
where she must choose sides 
she's not comfortable 
with... If you can't gel 
enough of Lady Death and 
Boris Vallejo, you'll go nuts 
over the amazing pointer's 
poster of Lady Demon 
featuring LD's demonic 



in New York City, Four Color will be 
exhibiting John Bolton's 
painted art from DC's 
Batman: Mon-Bat mini¬ 
series from December 8 
through January 20. For 
more info, coll the gallery at 
(212)431-4234. 

HARRIS COMICS 
Don't forget to pick up 
Vampirella of Drokulon #1 , 
which retells the 


of yesterday. This book, 
shipping in January, sports 
an all-new wraparound 
cover by Michael Bair. 
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Comicdom's 
highest quality 
titles now come 

| at the lowest 

possible prices! 
Check out these 
* 99 < spectaculars— 

/ FANTASTIC FOUR 

** • UNPLUGGED 

AVENGERS 

UNPLUGGED 
OVER THE EDGE 
. UNTOLD TALES OF 

SPIDER-MAN 
PROFESSOR XAVIER AND 

THE X-MEN 


|^M| 


And this , look for 

; these two awesome 
additions to the 99C line— 

THE ADVENTURES OF 

SPIDER-MAN and 
THEADVENTURES OF 

THE X-MEN 
featuring all-new tales based on 
their animated adventures! 
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created "Calvin & Hobbes,” hass 


the final comic strip featuring the pair to his syndicate, for publication on December 31,1995. 



"I am eager to work at a more thoughtful pace, with fewer artistic compromises." 
Though the nature of Watterson’s future projects remains unknown, he said he 



departure and yet not surprised by it “It’s sad that someone of Bill’s talent and with such 


a clear love for the artform and medium, feels the creation of a daily strip no longer pre¬ 
sents him sufficient challenge or interest" said Bill Amend, creator of “Fox Trot." 




of cartoonists, it certainly should be 



the decade. He’ll be missed; he’ll be 
back ."m Patrick Daniel O’Neill 


Sandman Struts 
His Eyes 


"I suppose I feel very satisfied now that the work is done," concluded Neil Gaiman as his groundbreaking 
series The Sandman approaches its 75th and final issue. "I found myself somewhat sod during the writ¬ 
ing of 'The Kindly Ones' ( The Sandman #57469), but The Wake' ( The Sandmanm477) was my let¬ 
ting-go process. And I always knew that the story of Dream would end with 'The Tempest,' which is, after 
all, a short story about finishing things." 

The Sandman #75, due on the stands in January, is a double-sized issue in which Morpheus collects 
the last part of the debt owed him by William Shakespeare, a story begun in "Men of Good Fortune" ( The 
Sandman #13) and continued in "A Midsummer Night's Dream" ( The Sandman #19). Illustrator Charles 
Vess, who collaborated with Gaiman on that World Fantasy Award-winning tale, joins him again for this 
final issue, which also features a bound-in, four-color gatefold poster (with art by Sandman cover artist 
Dave McKean on one side and a Sandman timeline on the other) and a two-page "farewell" by Gaiman. 

Gaiman's next immediate project lies outside comics. "Neverwhere," his BBC television series which begins 
filming in February, is scheduled for next fall. He has also committed to writing a novel based on the series, 
to be published in October. Other notable items on the schedule; He and Vess are collaborating on a creator- 
owned project, Neil Gaiman and Charles Vess's Stardust for Vertigo, while he and McKean have a 
children's book, Today I Swapped My Dad for Two Goldfish, due out from White Wolf in 1996. 

And, while The Sandman has ended its acclaimed monthly run, the melody lingers on. Death: The 
Time of Your Life, o four-issue mini-series by Gaiman, Chris Bachalo and Mark Buckingham, is 
scheduled to begin publication in February. 

Gaiman describes it as "a story which is really as much about Foxglove and Hazel os it is about Death, 
and as much about death as a phenomenon as about Death as a person, something quite different from 
the first Death mini-series. 

"Also, we are going to do a collection of Dave McKean's Sandman covers, to be called Dust 
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Here Come 
the Brides 

Event Comics, publisher of Joe Quesada’s Ash, debuts a 
new title in March—22 Brides. A four-issue mini-series, 
written by Fabian Nicieza (with additional plotting by 
Quesada and Jimmy Palmiotti) and drawn by newcomer 


York City,” explained Quesada. “They’re a group of girls 



Character sketches of Carrie (left) and Jane Doe. 




MCA 


c artoons’^reatesfn its 1 


Liz Phair with Material Issue 
Sponge 

Mary Lou Lord with 
Semisonic 

Matthew Sweet 


Tanya Donelly 
Collective Soul 
Butthole Surfers 
Helmet Ramones 
Reverend Horton Heat 
Frente! Violent Femme 
Dig Face to Face 
Tripping Daisy 


Altoonative Rock 
For Cartoon Lovers 
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Superheroes On The Shelves 
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Batman: The Dark Knight Returns, shuffle a huge ’ 


our young Robin actress. 
How ’bout Anna Chlumsky 
(“My Girl,” “Gold Diggers”)? 













i Dark Knight, Clark 
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FUTURE SERMONS 

Following the wrop-up of Jesse's origin in Preacher #12, o number of key charac¬ 
ters will be introduced in "Hunters" beginning in #13, reveals writer Garth Ennis. "We're 
moving everything up a gear." 

That cast includes Jesus DeSade, who runs o gnng of perverts in San Francisco. 
When introduced, he's sodomizing his way through a petting zoo. The issue features 
Ennis' long-promised scene of armadillo buggering ("Jesus is into that.") and intro¬ 
duces us to two investigators of sexual oddities. 

The foremost new character will be Star, the leader of a branch of the Grail, which 
is protecting a secret at the heart of Preacher. "He'll be Jesse's main enemy from 
nigh on," Ennis says. "He'll be with us right to the end of the book." Taking over os 
editor with that issue is Axel Alonso, after co-editing #11 and #12 with Stuart Moore. 

Cassidy returns in #13 as well. He left for San Francisco at the end of #7 to 
take it easy, while Jesse and Tulip headed south to deal with some personal matters. 

Other plans include a trade paperback of the first seven issues in February. A 
Saial ol Killers mini-series with art by Steve Pugh (Animal Man I may appear by 
early summer starring the patron saint of murderers, and a one-shot is being con¬ 
sidered for Arseface, a popular early character (who comes by his name due to a failed 
suicide that left a hole in his face). "Don't know what we'll be calling that one," 
Ennis muses. ‘But I'd really like to put his name on the cover somewhere." ■ CS 














Written by 

best-selling horror and 
suspense novelist 












FIRST LOOK 



VITAL STATS 


WHO? 

Maggie the Cat 



MIKE GRELL’S BAD GIRL REEMERGES IN HER 
OWN MONTHLY IMAGE COMICS SERIES 


“SHE WILL HAVE NO BROAD SWORD AND NO SKIMPY BIKINI,” 

chuckles Maggie the Cat creator Mike Grell. “But with a name like Maggie the Cat, 
it goes without saying that she will be wearing black leather and flashing claws.” 
While this is a “First Look,” Maggie the Cat has a definite history. Described 



BY MARC SHAPIRO 


















HAUGHTY 
MATURE, 
PENTHOUSE 
COMIX 
UNDRESSES 
THE SEXY 
SIDE OF 
COMICS 
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JJOWTO, 
LETTEkAOOMIC 
BOOK IN SEVEN 
B«ySTB>S 


By Paul J. Grant with letterer Todd Klein 


If it’s noticed, it’s bad. 

That’s a popular sentiment about comic book 
lettering. But it’s not Todd Klein’s sentiment. 
While many believe that lettering should be invis¬ 
ible for the overall enjoyment of a comic book, 
Klein says, “I’ve heard that for years, and I 
believed it for years. Then, suddenly, letterers 
began getting noticed for what they were doing, 
and I thought to myself: ‘This is better!’ So I don’t 
believe that anymore. I think 
it’s possible for letterers to 
be just as important as any¬ 
one else and be noticed as 
much as anyone else.” 

For those not in the know, 
the letterer is the guy or gal 
who writes all the dialogue, 
captions and sound effects on 
the comic book page. If you 
stop to think about it, that's 
an extremely important job, 
one that calls for more than 
just impressive skills. 

Klein, winner of three Eis¬ 
ner Awards, three Harvey 
Awards and a CBG Award for 
lettering, is arguably the best 
letterer in comics today. And 
now he’d like to divulge trade 
secrets that explain the hand¬ 
lettering process for those of 
our readers who might want 
to give this underappreciated artform a whirl. 
Take 'er away, Todd... 


wizard:TGTC #54 





































1996 
















4. MENTALLy ARRANGE THE WORPS IN WORP BAlLOOKS AHP CAPTIONS AS YOU <50 

shape. When there are too many words for the panel (the balloon gets in the way of the artwork), you can make the letters narrower, or break 
the edges of the panel to give yourself more space, or move some text into a different panel. Those solutions are generally used only as a last 


3. USB THE AMBS LETTERtNS 
(5WPB 70 PRAW GUlPEl\HB£ 
AW SET THE LETTER SIZE 


S. PR/WINS THE 
ACTUAL LETTERS 

I work directly in ink. I use technical pens for regular let¬ 
tering, and I use dip pens for special effects and very large 
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“Superman 

will and should 
win over 


>se are the results you will see in the third 
i in February]. There won’t be any fudging 
Fans are going to get what they ask for.” 
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COMFORMITYBYTES! 


fjOlN THE REVOLUTION! 










OPINIONS 










QuesaJa « ConnerPalmiotti 
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“If it works, there could be 
more Generation X movies, or 
a series, and the others will fol¬ 
low. But we are very focused 
on making ‘Generation X’ great.” 

—Bruce Salun, Executive Producer 

let the log, suspended by two rope/chains, fly at television schedule," Sholder says later. “We’re 
Mondo. Sholder reminds all in hearing range actually trying to do a feature film on one-sixth 
that it’s the only log they have, so everyone of the budget and a third of the schedule.” 




The log is released—WHAM!—and it hits Waid- Sholder says, referring to the comic’s late creator, 
man, who completes the scene (Mondo’s face “He said it was in the spirit of the comic book.” 
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Above left: Tresh; 
above right: Frost; 
below: Banshee. 


So, you may 
wonder, what’s 
it like to play a 
mutant? How 
exactly does 
one get 
picked for 
the part? And 
more impor¬ 
tantly, does 
anyone know 
how to get a 
copy of Genera¬ 
tion X #3? 

Wizard learned 
the answers to 
those questions 
and more in our 
meet-the-cast 
session with 
the stars of 
“Generation X.” 


© 
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Story by 

JAMES O’BARR & JOHN WAGNER 

Art by 

ALEX MALEEV 


RETURNING IN JANUARY! 


DEAD TIME 
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OST FIGHTERS GET 
ONE MEASLY MINUTE 
BETWEEN ROUNDS. I'M 
LUCKY. I GET IS MONTHS. 

THAT'S HOW LONG IT'S BEEN 
SINCE "WHEN TIT/ANS TUSSLE" 
CAME OUT, FEATURING OUR 
FIRST LOOK AT INTERCOMPANY 
CROSSOVER BATTLES (IN WIZ¬ 
ARD #39, TO BE PRECISE). WE 
LINED UP COMBATANTS WHO 
COULD NEVER MEET DUE TO 
THE FACT THAT THEy WERE 
PUBLISHED BY DIFFERENT 
COMIC COMPANIES (LIKE DR. 
DOOM VS. LEX LUTHOR AND 
SWAMP THING VS. MAN-THING), 
AND LET THEM BATTLE IT OUT 
IN OUR PAGES TO SEE WHO 
WOULD WIN. THE SPIT FLEW, DON 
KING TOOK HIS CUT, AND I 
WOUND UP TAKING A FEW 
SHOTS MYSELF. WE GOT LOTS 
OF LETTERS RESPONDING TO 
"WHEN TITANS TUSSLE " WHICH 
DIFFERED WITH MY OPINIONS OF 
WHO WOULD WIN. (HONESTLY, 
PEOPLE WOLVERINE WOULDN’T 
STAND A CHANCE AGAINST 
LOBO. BELIEVE ME.) 

BUT WE GOT EVEN MORE 
LETTERS TELLING US THAT THE 
ARTICLE WAS A LOT OF FUN 
AND THAT WE SHOULD DO IT 
AGAIN. WELL, ALL RIGHT. I'VE 
ALWAYS BEEN TOO STUPID 
TO KNOW BETTER, AND BY 
NOW I'M TOO PUNCH-DRUNK TO 
CARE. (REALLy, THOUGH— 
GREEN ARROW CAN TAKE 
HAWKEYE ANY DAY!) SO RING 
THE BELL AND...LET'S GET 
READY TO RUMBLE! 
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lopsided of our battles. 

HOMETOWN: Gotham City 
HEIGHT: 5'S" WEIGHT: 140 lbs. 
FAVORITE JOKE: "So anyways, two i 
walk into this bar..." 
RECORD: 105-332-44 
VS. 


&/3T/H4/V 

HOMETOWN: Gotham City 
HEIGHT: 6'1" WEIGHT: 210 lbs. 
HORN HEIGHT: 2 inches; 11 inches if 
drawn by Kelley Jones 
RECORD: 1,644-231-97 


VS. 

HOMETOWN: Hell's Kitchen 

HEIGHT: 6'1" WEIGHT: 210 lbs. 
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HOMETOWN: Pittsburgh, Pa. 
HEIGHT: 5'4" WEIGHT: 135 lbs. 
NEUROSIS: lark of self-<onfiden<e 
RECORD: 17-36-2 

VS. 

S0M/? 

HOMETOWN: Muskogee, Okla. 
HEIGHT: 6'1" WEIGHT: 180 lbs. 
NEUROSIS: Oitasional God romplt 
RECORD: 486-1-13 
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with America Online' 

WIZARD WORLD is Wizard's new America Online area. 
Designed with comic book readers in mind, this area has 
tons of great stuff, including contests, price guides, 
forums, and chat areas. There’s even a place to talk about 
Magic: The Gathering ™ in the InQuest folder. Want to check 
it out? Sign on to America Online and use the keyword 
“Wizard,” or call 800-754-4400 to get America Online 
software for your computer. 

© 1995 Wizard Press. WIZARD: THE GUIDE TO COMICS, WIZARD ® and INQUEST ™ Wizard Press. 

AMERICA ONLINE is a registered service mark of America Online, Inc. MAGIC: THE GATHERING™ Wizards of the Coast. MS/SB 









Every month in Topps Comics' The X-Files, stamina-filled government 
agents Mulder and Scully bravely investigate all sorts of weird, funky 
happenings. Think you can come up with something worthy of their notice? 
Well, we think so. Come up with the 
best hoax you can and see 
if the government notices. 

Send in a photo that you . 

mocked up of a 

supernatural event / X 

■ (y'know,likea 

UFO sighting or J * If'ji 

maybe a Bigfoot 
footprint or 
H something) 
worthy of 
the agents' 
investigation. Do 
a good enough joK 

and two peopleJ if ^ V 

trench coats jusf^^f 

might show up at J 

your door and stan 

probing. Or maybe 


you'll just win 
some unbelievably 

COOL PRIZES... 






1 


Cool Frizes 

Grand Prize (1): One reader will receive an extra-spiffy "X-Files" 
leather jacket, a Topps Comics The Miles trade paperback, a copy of The X-Files #1 
autographed by Miran Kim, Stefan Petrucha and Charles Adlard, a box of the Topps 
The X-Files series 1 trading cards and... an actual "X-Files" TV script 

AUTOGRAPHED BY A SUPER-MYSTERY "X-FILES" STAR! 

Second Prize (5): Five readers will receive an JC-Fi/es trade 



Phone Number (with area redo) Jacket (Size 

Did. yon enclose your photo, you fraud? 


paperback, a copy of X-Files#] autographed by Kim, Petrucha and Adlard and a 
box of the X-Files series 1 trading cards. 

Third Prize (IS): Fifteen readers will receive an X-Files trade 
paperback and a box of the X-Files series 1 trading cards. 



















PROF1L 

THE MAXX 

BY MAHHEW BRADY 

REAL NAME: (Die Ata #l-#20) Dove, a.k.o. Br'er Lopiti; (#21#30) Oliver ... 

AGE: (Die Ata #1 *0) 32 years; (#21 #30) 27 years 
HEIGHT: (Die Ata #1-20) 7'4"; (#21#30) 9'11/4" 

WEIGHT: (Die Ata #1-20) 51T lbs.; (#21 #30) 900 lbs. 

EYE COLOR: (Die Ata #1 -20) In the Outback, black, and In the real world, Hazel; (#21 #3Q) Outback, yellow, real world, brawn 
FIRST APPEARANCE (the original Maxx) Cornice Primert5) (current incarnation) Barker Imaged ; (the new Maxx) The Ata #21 
ENEMY: (DieAloxx #1#20) Mr. Gone; |#21#30) a 3004 banana slug (Really)) 



o 


a little girl named Julie Winters 
o created a world in her mind, called 


the Outback 


ne has their 


aled that v 


e's personal Outback was 
protected by her spirit animal, a rabbit. 

When Julie was in college, she was 
attacked and raped, transforming her once 
peaceful Outback into a wild and chaotic 
land. While driving a few months after the 
attack, Julie hit a bum in the street, after 
mistaking him for her attacker. 

projecting 



stylin' purple costume. ^ ^ 

enmeshed in the Outback, and took 
the identity of the Maxx, a wanderer 
through our world and Julie's 
Outback. 


THE ISZ 




After the emergence of the Maxx, both he and Julie began a 
journey to find the truth about the Outback, and just who the 
Maxx is, anyway. 

Enter Mr. Gone. A tall, sleazy weenie with a pot belly, he 
boasts the power to enter people's Outbacks at will, and he has 
a mysterious connection to Julie's past. Mr. Gone reveals that 
the Maxx is a key to Julie's puzzle, and to fully get her life in 
order, she needs to leave the Maxx behind. So Julie leaves for 
San Francisco in an attempt to find out the truth about herself, 
while Mr. Gone continues to torment the Maxx 

WHAT'S BEEN with the aid ot soma deceptively cute natives of 

Along the way, the Maxx meets Sarah, the 
dumpy daughter of the evil Mr. Gone. Sarah 
links minds with the Maxx to help him find out 
| who he was. And is. 

The Maxx learns about a mysterious 'Buick' that is some¬ 
how tied into his origin, and Julie returns from California preg¬ 
nant (Whoops!). 

Slowly, all the pieces begin to fall together as Mr. Gone 
aids Julie in realizing that she created the big purple Maxx 
that is stuck between this world ond her Outback. At the same 
time, the Maxx is realizing the truth about himself: He was just 
a poor schlep named Dave who accidentally gat caught in 

Julie comes to realize that her spirit animal, which she pro¬ 
jected on Dave, rightfully belongs inside her, not projected on 
anyone else. Her spirit animal returned, Dave wanders out of 
I Julie's life. 

Meanwhile, a banana slug, and Sarah's spirit animal 
(her own Maxx, this lime in the form of a horse), have escaped 
from her Outback. 

The story picks up 10 years later, where Sarah is an 
unemployed writer, and has repressed her memories of Out¬ 
backs and adventures with the purple Maxx. Her personal 
Maxx, weakened by being away horn her Outback, and pos¬ 
ing as a tattered bum on her doorstep, hos been trying to get 
her attention for ten years. Lacking the energy to meld with 
someone, Sarah's animal just sits there as this hum. The slug, 
who was stepped on by someone when it appeared in this 
world, ond its guts intermingled with a positive affirmation 
cassette, is now a 300-lb. mountain of muscle that spouts 
out positive affirmations as it kills people, and is now threat¬ 
ening the end of the world. 
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Who needs the pros? This is the show for WlZ3fd R63(l6FS Aft 

The eight fine folks whose artwork got an honorable mention this month 
will each receive a Silver Surfer *100 signed by Ron Marz and a copy of 
The Outcast Special signed by Norm Breyfogle. Each of the three rowdy 
Runners-Up will score a copy of Flash »o signed by Mark Waid, an 
Uncanny X-Men *317 signed by loe Madureira and a Dr. Strange (new 
series) 075 signed by Peter Cross. Matthew Clouston, the amazing artist of 


the winning entry this month, will receive all that cool stuff, plus an 
original piece of Wrath art from the new SkyBox Ultraverse card set by 
Dave Dorman (tons o' thanks, Dave)! A huge congrats to all of you! 
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HONORABLE MENTIONS 



VOGUE 

Everett Kruger 

Norwalk, IA 


WIZARD VS. PROPHET 
lim Anderson 

Wichita, KS 





























































































































BOBA FETT- 1 

Derek Oswandel 

Harrisburg, PA 

THE TICK VS. MEGATON MAN 
Joel B. Steudler 

Pittsburgh, PA - 


THE NEW VULTURE 
Joachim Gmoser 

Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada 












SSfflliHMlMOB 

/M4 THE ARENA FOR FAN-MADE 


Made from a Toy Biz Invisible Woman figure, 
Grant Kashiwabara of Honolulu, Hawaii, did t 
great job on this figure. And the neato pack¬ 
aging is an added bonus! (Nice accessory 
weapon there, Grant!) 


Kevin Lum of Honolulu, Hawaii, (Hey, you don't 
think...?) made this awesome Psylocke from a 
Toy Biz Invisible Woman, modeling putty and 
acrylic paint. Jean Grey was crafted from a Toy Biz 
Phoenix figure with vinyl, putty and acrylics. 


Biz Iceman 1 body with the 
lower legs from a Weapon X 
figure. Paul Herwick of 
Climax, N.Y., did the honors. 


This member of Generation X 
was made from a Playmates 
"Riker as a Malkorian" figure 
with some silly string. Chad Wm. 

Porter of Weston, Ontario, 
Canada, gets extra points for his 
innovational use of materials. 
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Easily one of the worst villains 
spawned by the "House of 
Ideas," Joe Brown of 
Stoughton, Moss., sure made 
'im look exactly like he does in 
the comics. Joe mode him from 
i Toy Biz Silver Surfer 1. 


hlhCVi 


If you're interested in entering 
the homemade figure contest, send 
well lit, clear, color photographs 
(No Polaroids!) to: 


HOMEMADE HEROES 
c/o Wizard Press 
PO Box 118 

Congers, NY 10920-0118 


Made from one of those 
Darci dolls from 1978, Joe 
Colon from Bronx, N.Y., 
did the Amazon proud. 


( PLANTMAN 
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seen 

A guide to Japanese comics and « 


ghosting 

its way into 

theaters 


“Ghost” centers around Major 

Puppet Master, created as Project 2501 
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is a 
perfect solution to the requirements of 
international espionage...until it decides 



between the Ministry and the Bureau. 
The Bureau is unaware that the Puppet 


dom, and that the Puppet Master has 


proposed a merger to Major Kasanagi in 



Although the decision of whether 
or not Manga will be involved in future 
productions of this sort rests on the 


by no means a trial balloon. Manga 
Entertainment, in both the UK and the 
U.S., has been aggressive in expanding 
the market for anime by distributing to 
music stores in addition to video stores 

puses all over the U.S. as part of free 


anime festivals. “Ghost in the Shell" has 
been entered in the Sundance Film Fes¬ 
tival (although there was no word on 
its acceptance at press time), and has 
been screened by a number of the 

tors and directors. Should a distribu¬ 
tor choose to take on “Ghost,” the 
release date in the U.S. may be up in 
the air for a while. If no distributor 
grabs “Ghost,” Manga will release it to 
theaters early in 1996. 

be purely theoretical if Laurence Guin¬ 
ness (Director of Acquisition and Pro- 
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M NG NEWS 


TANGLED IN A WEB 

More Web crawling this month, and I'm not talking about the type normally associated with Spider-Man! lhe defini¬ 
tively cool anime/manga related Web site now and forever may very well be the Anime Turnpike. This site has 
links to dozens of other anime- end manga-related pages. Subjects include onime series, conventions, clubs, fon 
art, fan fiction and commercial pages. 

The commercial page links are a dream come true far bath newer and die-hard anime/manga afi¬ 
cionados: represented are 15 American publishers and video producers including Dark Horse Comics, Viz, 
U.S. Monga Corps, Software Sculptors and Mango Entertainment. 

Ten Japanese companies such as AIC, Bandai, Kadansha, Shogakukan and Tashiba-EMI can also be 
accessed. If that isn't enough to happily waste hours of time, there's still more than 30 miscellaneous links 
to explore. Over 50 links from just one page! Get a comfy chair, chips and a soda, you'll be at this for hours! 

The URL for Anime Turnpike is http://soyokaze.biosci.ohio-state.edu:80/~jei/anipike// 

GHOST BUSTING! 

Slightly before the American release of the 
animated “Ghost in the Shell" movie, Dork 
Horse will be releasing the collected transla¬ 
tion of the Ghost in the Shell manga. Acquir¬ 
ing, translating, retouching and producing 
GitS was a labor of love for Studio Proteus, con¬ 
suming five years from beginning to end, and 

Masamune Shirow's unusual use of color 
pages leading info black-and-white pages 
was left intact and the sound effects on the 
color pages were retouched using a combi¬ 
nation of traditional lettering (courtesy of 
Spam letterer Tom Orzechowski) ond com¬ 
puter paint programs. The collection also cor¬ 
rects a few pages. 

Of course, outrage over Shirow's deci¬ 
sion to delete a sex scene still rages among 
fans, but one missing poge shouldn't deter 
anyone who missed the series or wants a 
deluxe collection of the original issues. 

The Ghost in the Shell collection shipped 
Dec. 22 just in the nick of time for Christ¬ 
mas and the collection should be relatively 
eosy to find, due to the momentum of the movie. The collected Ghost in the Shell runs 368 pages (black 
ond white, and color), with a cover gallery, author's notes ond a bio of Mosamune Sbirow — all for $24.95. 

SAVE YOUR SCREEN WITH TENCH I 

The people that put the martial arts sex-change comedy of "Ranma 1/2“ on CD-ROM bring you a screen saver 
that features one of the mast papular anime series ever released in the U.S.—Pioneer's English language dub 
of "Tenchi Muyo Ryo-Ohki." 

"Tenchi" is the story of a high school student who releases on oni (demon) horn her prison and the may¬ 
hem (both mystic and intergalactic), that ensues. Included in this new screen saver is music never before 
released in North America and six original music videos. The price far the Tenchi Muyo screen saver is 
$34.95, and it's available for bath Macintosh and Windows. * 
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Nothing’s Sacr( 


Darwin piloting a stolen spaceship to avoid 
the Ice Age? How many feature Pope John 

sidekick Castrato cavorting around like 

“Batman” TV show? How many have Dr. 
Lifton Freedman, a psychiatrist who cures 
his patients with ice-pick lobotomies? 

doesn’t pop into your head; this new series 

According to creator and publisher, Rob 
Walton, “ Ragmop's about everything I ever 
loved as a kid growing up in the ’60s. It’s 


subjects. “Drama is exhausting. Besides, you 
can wield a sharper scalpel under the guise 
of comedy than you can with drama. If you 


with Silver Snail Comics’ Pork Knight, a humoi 
comic about Jim Shooter’s regime at Marve 
Comics. Walton has also ghost-penciled par 


a kid growing 
up in the ’ 60 s. 
It’s also about 


me off .1 
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Sure, you've heard all about that wacky 
DC/Marvel crossover goin' on. Well now 
YOU get a chance to do a little crossing 
over yourself. Put on your best dress and 
do us up a little drawing of a Marvel/DC 
crossover character of your own. Like, 
for instance, what would Peter Parker 
look like if he were Batman? Would he 
be a Spider-Batman? How about if Clork 
Kent were the Hulk? Would he be a 
Superhulk? Let us know by drawing up a 
mixed-up Marvel/DC character. 

Using any medium you want (ink, paint, 
crayon, Kryptonite) draw your best 
version of any DC character dressed as 
any Marvel character or vice versa. You 
might just win some... 


...Crossed - 
Over 


Grand ^Prrze (Dl One lucky reader will get the whole 
enchilada—one of every DC versus Marvel/Marvel vs. DC crossover ond affiliated book. And that's 
not all! You'll even get one of every affiliated crossover product, like posters and the Fleer/SkyBox 
trading cards. But wait! That's still not all! The winner gets his entry redrawn by none other than 
crossover artist supreme Don Jurgens, and Dan will even give you the original art! 

Random Second Chance 

Drawing (1): One render, 

■~Tandomly selected from all entries, will win one copy of 
I every past DC/Marvel crossover product. That includes: 
Q both Superman vs. Spider-Man comics, the Batman vs. 

Hulk book, Men/Teen Titans, 
Darkseid vs. Galactus, 
Batman/Punisher 
and Punisher/Batman, Spider- 
Man/Batman and Green 
Lantern/Silver Surfer. Heck, well 
even throw in that Wizard of Oz 




































KEVIN AS KULL 


BRUNO GETS 
VIRUS 


like fandom. ■ Rob AUstetter ' GEN' 3 SNEAK 

SHORTTAKES PEEK 


SPIDEY, X-MEN 
RULE 


THRESHOLD 


FAIRCHILD 









MORE GEN 13 STUFF... 


IVANA JOHN LYNCH 
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Roll the 



• • 

...with special Madman and 
Mi IK and Cheese dice! 

Having fun with Wizard: The Board Game? Just think how much better your game experience will be when you use 
these special W/zaraf-exclusive Madman, and Milk and Cheese dice! Each die has fine-crafted molded images of the 
Wizard logo and one of the board game characters. We've even made it nice-'n'-easy for you to order. Just fill 
out the coupon and drop it in the mail with two bucks to cover postage and handling for a cool pair of dice— 
one Madman, one Milk and Cheese. 

But order today—this baby is a Wizard exclusive, not available 
anywhere else. Don't miss out! 

Order today to get yours before 
time or the supply runs out! 


Send to: Wizard Dice Offer 

Wizard Press 
Drawer W 
P.O. Box lOOOO 
Bealton, VA 22712-1300 

Photocopies of this coupon are acceptable. 

THIS AMAZING OFFER EXPIRES FEBRUARY 28,1996, SO MOVE IT! 


Madman/MilK and Cheese 
Dice Exclusive Offer 

I would like to order (quantity) poirs of dice (one Modmon ond one Milk ond Cheese per poir). 

I enclose $2 per poir to cover postage ond handling. Total dollar i 



Run Print! 
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* VEAH, you. TUlYIK you GOT foUR POOP iri A GROUP y/H£l 
f ir COA/VES To COAAiC BOOK rnViA? THEH PUT TOUR 

" Money where youR mouth is amd step op A6Ainsr 

1 20 OF THE HARDEST aOESTioHS POT TOGETHER By A 
BAUD OF HORnAOWALLY iAABALAHCED FAHBoyS. 


1) In the early days of the X-Men, which 
former villain did Professor X try to 
recruit for the X-Men? 

A) The Sandman 

B) The Sub-Mariner 

C) Molten Mon 
D| Beast Boy 

2) Who "allegedly" kflled 
Fairchild's dod? 

A) Spawn 

B) Grunge 

C) Helmut 

D) Lynch 

3) In whot city was Peter Porker 
suspected of murder? 

A) Los Angeles, California 

B) Boston, Massachusetts 

C) Salt Lake City, Utah 

D) New York City, 'cause that's where the 
Marvel offices are, and after that whole clone 
storyline, most considered it a mercy killing 

4) Which Marvel character does not 
have the Super Soldier formula in his 
or her blood? 

A) Red Skull 

B) Diamondback 

C) U.S. Agent 

D) Captain Americn 

5) Despero's mind was taken over by: 

A) Bloodwynd. 

B) L-Ron. 

C) L-Ron Hubbard. 

D) L-Ron Fuhrman. 

6) Who manages Springfield's 
Kwik-E-Mart? 

A) Apu Nohasapeemapetilon 

B) Apu Napeemahosolonipet 

C) Apu Nanoogivsaratsoss 

D) Barney Gamble 

7) On his very first outing as a 
superhero, the Shroud first tried to 
defeat what supervillain? 

A) The Hangman 
6) Dr. Doom 

C) The Scorpion 

D) The Kingpin 


8) Evil Ernie's dad belonged to what 
superhero group? 

A) The Masters of Evil 

B) The Sentinels of Justice 

C) Agents of T.H.U.N.D.E.R. 

D) The Revengers 

9) Who once hired Lobo to snuff Santa? 

A) Dorkseid 

B) The Easter Bunny 

C) Vril Dox (he thinks Santa's not logical) 

D) The ACLU ('cause Santa's not multicultural) 

10) Which X-Man was also a Defender 
and a Champion? 

A) Beast 

B) Iceman 

C) Wolverine 

D) Jubilee 

11) Which Avengers were recently killed 
in Avengers: The Crossing ? 

A) Sersi and Gilgamesh 

B) Sersi and The Black Knight 

C) Yellowjncket and Gilgamesh 

D) Mockingbird and Thunderstrike 

12) Who animated Primevil? 

A) Necromantra 

B) Ghoul 

C) Lady Death 

D) Rune (with the aid of them swell 
Rune-gem things) 

13) Which hero has never been a 
police officer? 

A) Spawn 

B) Captain America 

C) The Savnge Dragon 

D) The Guardian (DC version) 

14) Whose gams are longer? 

A) Fairchild's 

B) Rainmaker’s 

C) Freefall's 

D) Stilt-Man's 

15) Which Image character teamed up 
with the heroes of 1963? 

A) WildStar 

B) ShadowHnwk 

C) Prophet 

D) Brandon Choi 


(THIS TIME, WE'RE GRAVING YOU j 
‘ AGAINST THE MOPE | 

J MIRACULOUS RESURRECTIONS ; 
L IN COMICS, SO THE HIGHER j 
; YOUR SCORE, THE MORE ( 
IMPLAUSIBLE THE COMEBACK ] 
LOOK IN THIS ISSUE'S BULLPEN * 
FOR THE ANSWERS. \ 

SCORE RANK 

M Thonos: Was killed until he was i 

dead, hut then Death opened a } 
"soul chest" and brought him , 

bock to life. What? ) 

5-14 Elektra: Throat slit, run through - 

by a sai, bled a lot, buried, but 
some ninjas prayed for her, 
touched her forhead and she 
woke up. Nutty. 

15-19 Jean Grey: Blasted to space 

atoms by an alien weapon, but 
woke up in a cocoon at the 
bottom of a bay. Kooky! 

20 Spider-Clone: Got blown up 

by a bomb or something, 
pronounced dead, corpse 
dropped down smokestack, got ; 
better. Lucky us. 


16) When choosing a new name, why did 
Spider-Man go with Ben Reilly? 

A) It was the name of the burglar who killed 
his uncle 

B) That was the name the Jackal pre¬ 
programmed into his mind so he could find him 
even if he kept his Spider-Man identity low-profile 

C) Ben for his Uncle Ben, und Reilly for his 
Aunt May's maiden name 

D) Peter Parker's middle name is Benjamin 
and he was born in Reilly, New York 

17) Which of the fallowing is The 
Punisher's arch-nemesis? 

A) Deothstroke the Terminator 

B) Ravager 

C) Jigsaw 

D) Reverse-Punisher 

18) What Vertigo character once 
belonged to the Justice league? 

A) Animal Man 

B) Swamp Thing 

C) Sandman 

D) Robotman 

19) Which of these heroes was able to 
lift Thor's hammer? 

A) Spider-Man 

B) Hercules 

C) Captain America 

D) The Hulk, when he was really, really mad 

20) Why is Violator so obsessed with 
killing Spawn? 

A) jfsthe only way he'H be allowed back into Heaven 

B) It's a comic book. What other reason does 
he need? 

C) He's jealous because he wanted to be 
chosen as Spawn 

D) He's a big Peter David fan W 
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Little bits of 
everything that we 
couldn’t stretch into a 
full-page newsy thing 




61 JOE 
GETS BUFF! 


The new Cl Joe Figures! Across top, I. to r.: Inferno, Freight, Sgt. Savage; 
Middle: Lt Stone; Across bottom, I. to r.: Iron Klaw, Ballistic, Metalhead. 


Jet ($19.99), complete with 
o quick-fire mega-missiles. 

($25.99), with mega-missiles 
and a rotating turret that lets 
Joe roll right over S.K.A.R. 

Whew! All that should keep 
ya busy for a few days, at least 

THESE COMICS 
APE MINT, BAM 
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HOMEWORK 
WAS NEVER 
THIS EASY 

reading those long-winded 
books (Though you SHOULD 
read the originals! They’re 



’90s, as they’ll soon be avail¬ 
able on CD-ROMs. Classics 




duce CD-ROMs in English, 




ANEW TINE 
ON THE SCENE 


WET/E GOT 
THE FEU! 


iary 1996 
















Galoob 

Steel NM-E, Solar Prototype 

UltraForce line. 




Story 


Mcfariane Toys 


or February 1996 including 
The Maxx, a new Clown, Cy- 
Gor, ShadowHawk, She-Spawn 
Ixo-Skeleton Spawn. 

Playmates 
















The most complete 






















Malebolgia and only you and 

Spider-Man: 

Separation 

Anxiety 

sis and SNES 16-bit systems. 
This Maximum Carnage redux 
features a pre-Ben Reilly sto¬ 
ryline, possibly the last 

two-player cooperative mode, 
Venom and Spidey team up to 
get the job done. It seems 


7 

Vectorman 

Genesis gamers can now 
embark on a robotic rescue 

previous 16-bit hero! The 
game just looks and plays 
completely out of this world. 


Primal 

Rage 
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& ouster 

Formidable 
Follicles 

Cc 


Contest! 


We want to see if you've got what it takes to hang 
with TUG & buster, the manliest comic book 
choracters this side of the tracks. So send us a 
photo of you and your hair (preferably in the soi 
shot), where the laner is in its most impressive, mossive, turgid, gravity-defyin', 
babe or guy-attractin', awe-inspiring state! Beautiful bouffants! Deadly 
ducktails! Astounding ofros! Pompous pompadours! Whatever the 
style, we want to see it. Go oheod ond overmousse, 'cc 
this contest, size counts! 

Well narrow the entries down to the 12 biggest 
and best, and forward them to TUG & busier creator 
and hair-apparent Manly Marc Hempel (He's still 
got his hair! Honest—all original equipment!), 
who will determine the final 
winners of some 
tough-guy prizes! 











GRAND PRIZE <d s 

One reader will receive a tough-looking leather jacket with an original Marc Hempel 
TUG & buster sketch painted on the back and an autographed copy of TUG & 
buster #1. Impress the babes! 


RUNNER-UP (1): 

One reader will receive this here original art made specifically for this 
contest and an autographed copy of TUG & buster #1! 


{STILL HAIRIER THAN 
THE REST (lO): 

10 readers will receive an autographed copy of TUG & buster #1. 


This contest is sponsored 
hy Art & Soul Comics, a 
hunch of hairy guys. 



Phone Number (with area code) Jacket Size 

Did yon attach yonr follicle-filled photo? 


- Fill this suiker out, attath it to your photo, 
put it in an envelope and send it off to: 
Formidable Follicles Contest, c/o Wizard Press, 
P.0. Box 118, Congers, NY 10920-0118. 

Deadline is February 28, 1996. so start sproutin') 


The TUG & buster 
Formidable i 

Follicles Contest! ! 


























Wizard, by slaying in touch with hundreds of retailers throughout the country, keeps a close eye 
on the country's hottest back issues. Here are December's hottest back issues. 
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11. X-MAN1 MARVEL 

12. AVENGELYNE #1 MAXIMUM 

13. DAWN #1 SIRIUS 


14. PREACHER #1 DC/VERTIGO 

15. GEN’ 3 #1 (REG.) IMAGE 

16. WOLVERINE #75 MARVEL 

17. SHI #2 CRUSADE 

18. LADY DEATH: B.H.A.H. #1CHAOSI 

19. ANGELA #1 IMAGE 

20. SPAWN #1 IMAGE 


Prejudice is prejudic 
you’d be no differer 
ots portrayed in i 









SO MUCH FUN, IT 
CAN ONLY HAPPEN 
ONCF A YEAR- 

7ke f996 

WfZARD 
PRfce Gi/foe 
Afi/MUALf 


, favorite 
, Great articles on 






\X-MenH37, 


GOODdCHEAP 


DC Comics Presents *59 

WRITERS: KEITH GIFFEN WITH PAUL LEVITZ 
ARTISTS: KEITH GIFFEN & KURT SCHAFFENBERGER 

CURRENT VALUE: SL25 


us romp through the futihre in DC Comics Presen 
nbush Bug tagging along just as Supes is about to 


porting Ambush Bug is left in a high-containment security tank (re 


^Wheh...“tragic” fate! 
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{Mil 

X-MEN #50 
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BATMAN: SHADOW OFTHE BAT 


1996 














THE SANDMAN#75 


ASH#0 
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. By Garth 


t Robin #27, 


nighty Spectre ts 
news, though, 


down the best Spider-Man...heck, the best Marvel book on the 

identity of Spider-Man (Shhh! Don’t tell anyone who he is!). 
And a certain Peter Parker in need of cash just may have to 
spill the beans. $1.95 EACH; $1.50 — AMAZING, SPEC¬ 
TACULAR; $2.95—SPIDER-MAN TEAM-UP; 99 CENTS— 
UNTOLD TALES 
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] Writer of DC's 
Green Lantern 
and two issues of 
the four-part 
DC vs. Marvel 
mini-series. 

! "Truthfully, I don't keep up with 
that many monthlies. I faith¬ 
fully read Starman, Flash and 
Captain America now. I think 
what Alan Moore is doing on 
WildC.AJ.s is a lot of fun. And 
I try to keep up with the Bat¬ 
man and Superman families. 

"I think Starman is the most 
interesting monthly book out 
there, both in the writing and 
visually. It's something differ¬ 
ent than anything else out there 
on the stands. I also read stuff 
like Hellboy and Sin City 
because they're a bit different 
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CARD 

BY DAN ALBAUGH 


MARKET 


GIVING THE EDGE 
TO RAZOR 





































































MARKET 


WATCH 



X-FILES STILL HOT 


SCARLET SPIDER: 
BIG OR BUST? 





































$35; #6 and #7 


















Jon Warren likes coffee and donuts. Mmmmm, t 



























REWARD: 

The hottest Wizard Special ever, including a 
Lady Death/Shi/Vampirella jam poster and a preview of 
Pamela Anderson’s Barb Wire movie. On sale in December. 















WE WANT TO 
KNOW WHAT 




THINK 


We need your help. Y'see, the only woy to keep 


is to keep in touch with the thousands of comic 
book fans that make this industry what it is. So, 
we need you to take a couple of minutes and fill 
out the survey on the left and mail this page to 
us. And heck, by helping us make a better mag, 
you'll gel a better mag! (See? It all works out in 
the end.) Oh, and feel free to photocopy this 
page if you don't feel like destroying this issue. 


WHO ARE 

YOU? 


Name (please print) 




Zip Age 



c/o WIZARD P.G. Surveys 
2401 Bread St. 
Chattanooga, TN 37408 
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WELCOME TO 
MISCELLANEOUS 

STUFF, Wizard’s new 
classified advertising 
section. Each month you 
can turn here to find the 
stuff you want-the 
coolest comics, cards, 
toys, collectibles, music 
and much more —all in 
one place. 


IcoIIectiblei 
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Shows & Conventions 
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V«TE Ri^MT! 



uve, fw*A ne\n 


At least he didn’t get naked. When Wizard Contributing Editor Marc Wilkofsky attended a tap¬ 
ing of the Tempestt Bledsoe talk show, little did he know of the apocalyptic chain of events about 
to be set in motion. Vsee, the TV staff circulated a flyer to the audience for an upcoming blind- 


Marc was instantly picked, was set up on a blind 
date and appeared as a guest the following week. 
So.. .how’d it go? Well, the chick didn’t dig Marc, 


something they rarely do. The topic? “h 
men vs. wimps.” (Marc being the main v 

to the theme of “Rocky,” the tank top-wearing M 

on “The Cosby Show”) said at the show’s end, “He taught us it’s what’s inside that 


id his hair blonde?!? Geez, just whe 

is us wrong again. Ah well, at least w 
Untold Tales ofSpidey ; the 0/7^ current Spidey book done right, t 




(MSKKnrinl (itsbotk!) 


n a Valkyrie attempted to bring him 
[Got that?). Arriving in the midst of WW 


MORT-O-METER: 



CHECK 

LIST 

InQuest #10 

Wo-hooo! In our first double-digit issue, InQuest 
gets oil hot under the collar with o titillating female 
mummy cover by acclaimed fantasy artist Fred 
Fields! Then try ond keep up os we run full tilt with 
0 super-in-depth Boris Vallejo interview, fan¬ 
mode Magic cords, the top 10 mean-spirited Magic 
tips, o special step-by-step "How to mummify some¬ 
thing" presentation and a whole lot more! 

Other neat crap includes free Middle-earth: 
The Wizards, Highlander and Doomtroaper 

related to J.R.R. Tolkien's Middle-earth setting and a 
complete set of the new Star Wars CCG! So 
cool it'll tighten your belly button, and only $3.99! 

CONTEST WINNERS 


GREEN GOBLIN, ISSUE #49 

All 2i of Toy Biz's five-inch Spider-Man action 
figures go to the 
lucky Christopher 
Mendoza of 
San Diego, Calif.! 
We and the Marvel 
people thought his 
Green Goblin get- 
up (pictured right 
here) wos the ginchiest—go, Christopher! 

MORTAL KOMBAT, #49 

Anthony Tarpley of Tomball, Texas will be 
the envy of oil his neighbors—ond you Wiz¬ 
ard renders—'couse he won an official, 
killet Mortal Kombat 3 arcade game. 

Flawless finish, Anthony! 


v 



Alpha Flight # 10, Godzilla#U and Green 
Lenlern (vol. 2) #87 is that they each feature 
a superhero out of costume! (Hot too tough 
this time, huh?) You win an ultraspiffy Captain 
America# 110, Dominic—congrats! 












TOP TEN 

Top ten charac¬ 
ters who missed 
being in the 
Legion of 
Super-Heroes by 
“this much”: 

10) Gummy Boy 
9) Big Jugs Lass 
8) Imploding Reindeer Lad 
7) Love Handles Lad 
6) Cheryl Ladd 

5) Fetch Me Some Coffee, Boy! 

4) Corpse Kid 

3) Egg Fluff Donut Fart-Lad 
2) Lad Loss 

1) Keep-Squeezin'-Them-Monkeys Lod 

ce.is.. 

ANSWERS 

1. B 6. A 11. C 16. C 

2. D 7. D 12. A 17. C 

3. C 8. D 13. A 18. A 

4. C 9. B 14. D 19. C 

5. B 10. B 15. B 20. C 




1. Love sucks 

Your honey just get thrown off a bridge by o guy on 
a jet glider? Afraid to morry your reporter fiancee, 
thinking it'll endanger her more? Hey, you're proba¬ 
bly o superhero. Join us os we examine why if you're 
a superhero and you have a significant other, one of 
you is gonna die o weird death. Or worse. 


3. Spokesmodels 

Wanna get dressed in a skintight lack-of-a-costume, 
parade around sweaty, overly hormonal pre-teens 
and eat bod convention food? Go behind the scenes 
of the superhero spokesmodel world. 

4. Collectible Card Games 


2. Kurt Busiek 

One of the finest writers in comics today, Busiek is the 
creative juice behind two of the best comic book titles 
on the market: Astro City and Untold J ales ot Spi¬ 
der-Man. Learn whot mokes this creator tick and how 
his rise to fome wasn't easy. 


jptally reviving the tired fantasy gaming genre and 
llascling into comic stores across the country are 
Magic: The Gathering, OverPawer ond other col¬ 
lectible card games. Find out whut they are, why 
they're sweeping the world like wildfire ond why 
they can be so damn addicting. 


Wizard #55 

Special Collectible Card Game issue! 
On sale in January 


1996 fEJ?) 
























Spawn, WetWorks, and 
Youngblood Ultra-A<tion Figures 
are now available. 


Werewolf 
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